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tached. There were few outside ofcourtly in his manners which, if rior, combining a clear and distinctTHE CLARKSVILLE BAR. contested ease he was called upon toOWEN & MOORE, several years in the Legislature of
the State.

Robert J. Rivera was probably the
brightest young man wtio ever en

nel, and fell mortally wounded nt
Fort Donelson and died soon after-
wards of his wounds, lbs was In
the prime of life, and, like Haul, wan
a head and shoulder taller than any
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aetend. lie abounded In anecdotes.
which he used not so much for the
fun of the thing as for illustration in
place of argument, as weapons he
would use upon his assailants, or as
wnips with which he would lash
them, or as ridicule with which he
would overwhelm them. I have
often heard him answer an argu
mem; witn an anecdote which you
would think at first had no bearing
onthe case, and that he was merely
firing blank cartridges, but which
would by and by burst upon the
court and jury in such a flood of
ridicule as would quite overwhelm
his opponent. All this ammunition
he had carefully packed away in
the storehouse of "his memory, on
which he would draw for an apt
illustration that was more iotent
than logic and convincing than
argument. These things he would
use not merely to point a moral or
adorn a tale, but they were his
shield and armor, his weapons both
offensive and defensive against
the world, and no man could use
them with greater effect for as
sault and defence. His anecdote
of Andrew Haynes, who saw for
the first time a steamboat on the
Cumberland river, is remembered
by thousands who heard his dra
matic history and representation of
the anair, and by thousands who
have had a glimpse merely of its
extraordinary richness Ironi tradi
tion. All imitators of the grand old
original will be remarkable only for
their failure to equal him who caught
irom rersonal observation the mci
dents of the scene, and whose genius
threw a charm over them that will
not fade from the memory. Those
w7ho attempt to repeat this anecdote
will find themselves in the condition
of him who would essay to copy
one ot Michael Angelo's best pic- -
tures. The canvass may be there.
and the paint may be appliini with
skill, but the soul which lent its
sublime inspiration to the picture is
gone forever. I will not, therefore,
attempt to recite any anecdote told
by xsathaniel 11. Allen, but would
rather impress his example as a good
citizen, as a devotee to the principle
of truth, from which he never
swerved, on the members of the bar.
and pray that they would treasure
his example as jewels of inestimable
value.

I must mention the case of Fre-don- ia

Williams vs. J. J. Williams
for a divorce, in which Allen figured
He was for the plaintiff and I for the
deiendant. he alleged that she
wTas sent to school to Williams when
she was very young, and that by one
device and another he gained her af-
fection and married her before she
was 16 years old, against tho will of
her parents, anil after a year or two
treated her with such cruelty that
she was forced to fly from his house
and take shelter under the parental
roof. The case'elicited deep feeling
between the parties, and ttie neigh-
bors of her father took sides warmly
for her. The case was called, the
papers read and testimony heard one
evening and the court adjourned to
meet next morning when the argu
ment would be heard in the case
Allen rode home that evening and
the old man Britt (the father of the
plaintill) rode home with him. On
the way Allen said : "Britt, ask me
it judge jMartin has a daughter."
The question was put and answered
in the affirmative. "Now ask me if
he loves his daughter." It was
done, and Allen answered : "Yes,
yes, Britt, he loves her as well as you
do your own poor unfortunate daugh-
ter." Before they had gotten through
with their little conversation Britt
wept a tear or so, drew a red pocket
handkerchief from his pocket, blew
his nose, which resounded like a
trumpet, and wiped his eyes dry of
the tears he had shed. Allen was
happy ; he hail laid the ground work
now in truth for the grand display
he would make the following morn-
ing, lie came into court and after
he had warmed up in the discussion I
of the real or imaginary wrongs of
his client, and saw' he had the sym-
pathy and close attention of the 1

court, he said : "May it please your
honor, as I rode home last night
Britt, the unfortunate father of this
broken-hearte- d woman, asked me if
your honor had a daughter. I said a
"yes, Britt, he has ;" "and does he
love his daughter?" "Yes, yes,
Britt ; he loves her with all the ten-
derness a woman feels for her first
born child : yes, old man, he loves
her as tenderly as you love your
downtrodden, insulted but lovely
daughter lovelier in her tears than
even in her smiles. And the tears
of the father, may it please your
honor, gushed down his rude and
rugged face as the water flowed from
the rock on Horeb's mountain when
struck by the roil of Moses." "Boo,
hoo, hoo," cried Martin, and the
tears were rushing down, which at
the time was as rugged as Britt's or
the rock on Horeb'smountain either.
Wiley B. Johnson, who was stand--
ing by, whose heart was as tender hn
aa u Kins, hiiu win wus ui-epi- y

moved, cried out, "Henry Martin is
crying and I be hanged ifyou haven't
lost your cause;" and so indeed i
had. The Judge cried, "Sheriff,
keep silence in the court," and Al-
len proceeded in the tone of a man
who was conscious he had gained
his cause.

Wiley B. Johnson, for many years
the Attorney-Gener- al of this district,
was a man of extraordinary jiersonal
attractions. Had he lived he would
have made his mark in the civil war,
which has swept his native South as
with the bosom of destruction. His
lion-heart- ed courage would have
placed him in the front rank and
alongside of Hampton as a cavalry
officer. He was not a very profound
lawyer ; never was fond enough of
his profession to be so, though he
had talents enough. He was, how-
ever, a very effective public sjeaker.
and had the sweetest and richest
voice ever bestowed upon man.
Many a time has he made me cry
like a child under the witchery of
some little sentimental song he
would sing on our way to court on
horseback under the grand old for-
ests that overshadowed the roiul ;
and if by chance he should detect a
tear in my eye, he would break out
in a resounding laugh that could Ic
heard a mile off. I have rarely seen
a more manly person than Wiley B.
Johnson. He had decided military
talents. I have often imagined how
grandly he would have swept the
field at the head of his cavalry. The
roll of the drum and the spirit-stir-tin- g

fife set him all an fire. He, too,
has sunk to his rest and no sound
shall ever wake him to glory again.

George C, Boyd was a lawyer in-

deed, and at times a very forcible
and always a very convincingsiM.uk-er- .

His mind was too much
in delvingdown to the reason

and foundations of every legal prin-
ciple to have time to indulge In ele-
gant and ornamental rhetoric. He
did not disdain these things, for no
man was more moved by true elo-
quence than he, but the bent and
inclination of his mind was towards
profound legal investigation and
close and earnest thought. He was
the best lawyer of his age I ever
knew, and would have risen to the
head of his profession in Tennessee
had his life not been cut short in
early manhood.

Frederick W. Hewling was con-
temporary with Jas. B. Reynolds
and, like him, had lec.omeaolitic-ia- n

when I settled here and had re-
tired,

a
from the bvr. He had been a

a prominent lawyer and w as A wor-
thy man and Was very much of a
favorite with the people of Mont-
gomery, anil represented the county

Knowledge ot the criminal law, with
an inflexible determination to sup?
press crime and punish criminals
who were proven to be guilty. He
was, nevertheless, the last man in

the world who would have pros
tituted his high omce to the perse-
cution of the innocent, and who
looked with unutterable abhorrence
upon the crime of judicial murder,
which often disgraced the annals of
criminal jurisprudence in England.
When in court, and during the pro-
gress of an important cause, order
had to be preserved in the court
room, and officers of the court knew
it and acted accordingly. When he
had done his duty, and the prisoner
had been acquitted by the jury, what-
ever may have been his opinion of
his guilt or innocence, he had no
words of reproach for thej ury , whom
he presumed acted on honest convic-
tions and conscientiously ; he sub-
mitted calmly and w ith dignity to
the verdict. Being perfecty satis-
fied that he had done his duty, he
left the consequences to the tribunal
which had the constitutional right
to decide upon the guilt or innocence
of the prisoner. An illustration of
this trait of character in his judicial
administration of the law occurred
on the trial of Albert Jones for the
murder of Capt. Joe Miller, an old
steamboat captain who had naviga-
ted the waters of the Cumberland,
Ohio, and the Mississippi for a great
many years. The killing took place
at Trice's landing, in this county,
and the trial was held in Clarksville.
One or two mis-tria- ls had occurred,
and on the third trial Jones was ac-
quitted about 3 o'clock in the after-
noon. Turner and I had been invi-
ted to dine that day with Bryce
Stewart at 4 p. m. He had delivered
the severest charge to the jury I
ever heard in a court, the most sys-
tematic and clear, though, I must
idd, strictly within the bounds of le
gal and judicial propriety. Imme-
diately after the announcement of
not guilty, though excited and heat
ed with the charge, and the effort it
cost him to pronounce it, he at once
and in a linn voice, ordered the
sheriff to adjourn the court until the
next morning. 1 tried to avoid him
for a w hile, he hunted me up, and
as he left the court-roo- m he took mv
arm and we walked over one hun-
dred yards in the middle of the
street without a word being uttered
by either of us. His fingers were
working convulsively on my arm
all the time, and I felt he could not
stand it much longer, and that he
was then at the point of explosion.
lie suddenly stopped and got imme
diately before me in the street, and
striking a small cane he held in his
hand, three or four times, with deep
emotion, on the pavement, he said:

V ell sir, you have acquitted your
man ; but it l did n't give him the
clean law may I be damned." I
very modestly said, "Yes, Judge,
the jury thought he wras not guilty."
He believed he was guilty and
ought to have been hung, but the
feeling that he had ably and consci-
entiously discharged Lis duty recon-
ciled him to the verdict of the jury,
and unburdened his mind at once.
We w alked more than half a mile
to the hospitable mansion ol our
friend, partook of a fine dinner, and
it may be, drank somewhat of the
vintage of 1800, and felt as happy
as Tain O'Shanter when he rose from
his potations "o'er the ills of life
victorious." From a close examin
ation and intimate knowledge of
his character as a judge I have
thought he was as able a criminal
udge as Sir Matthew Hale, and that

is saying enough in commendation
of any man, and is saying no more
than is strictly true

Herbert S. Kimble was a very
respectable chancery lawyer, kept
his office and his papers in order,
and scrupulously neat. He was an
acfor in some of the most amusing
incidents I ever saw in the court-
house. They require, however, too
much acting to give them their prop-
er stage effect to have a place in
this veritabie history. He had a de-
cided passion, like many other great
men, for fine horses and game cocks.
Once while I was at Springfield
court he insisted I should go home
with him, about one mile east of the
town, and see his game cocks. We
walked through the lowl-yar- d, and
t was enough to stir any man's

blood to hear him dilate on the mer-
its of his heroic birds with blood red
plumage. The old cock was a per-
fect specimen of the game chicken.
He was lord of all he surveyed.
Five or six young fellows gave him
considerable trouble and annoyance
by their assiduous grllantry to the
females of the tribe, who ran to him
ever and anon for xroteetion against
their assaults, and were giving indi-
cations that they meditated rebel-
lion against the arbitrary manner
in which he exercised his paternal
authority. I said to him, "Kimble,
these young bloods will not quietly
submit to that old fellow much lon
ger, and the first rainy day that comes
they will fight him with a continu-antt- o,

one after another, till they
worry him to death." lie repneu
that he could whip a barn-yar- d of
them. A day or two afterwards I
was standing on the streets, before
court met, with some gentlemen;
one of them said, "Kimble is com
ing in early this morning, some
thing very unusual has happened ;
one ot his children must be sick,
ind he has come off after a doctor
on foot." He was evidently labor
ing under great excitement, and
coming up to me he said, "Henry,
don't you thinic those a d young
sons of bitches have killed my old
game cock." He was very irritable
all day, disrespectful to the bar, and
scarcely civil to the court, and evi-
dently wanted to fight something or
somebody. We made out, however,
to get through the day without a
conflict, though we had many angry
collisions from morning till night.
If any one had crooked his finger at
him he would have fought him

He was as game as the
cock that was killed or those that
were alive.

Nathaniel If. Allen. What shall
sav of the "old man eloquent'1

that would be worthy of his unri-
valled fame as a criminal lawyer?

need not seek to revive your refl
ection of him. He had the power

to impress himself upon the memo
ry of all who ever heard him so in
delibly that the surges of time can
not obliterate your remembrance ot
him. It was in the Criminal Court.
n defence of a client whose life and
ibertv were in peril for having taken

the life of his antagonist in combat,
in defence of his own, that his soul
took fire and glowed with fervent
heat. Ills eloquence in the Crimi-
nal Court was not of the melting
mood, that dissolved the jury into
tears, but in biting sarcasm and in-
dignant scorn that withered or des-
troyed its victim. He was aggress-
ive and carried the war into Africa,
and very often instead of a defence
Of his client, he would wage a war
of extermination against the prose-
cutor, so fierce that the jKor man
was glad to get out of the scrape
without being sent to the penitenti-
ary himself. He had great natural
talents and read the book of nature
more than books made by human
hands, and spent much of his life,
I may say, on horseback, and was
never happier than when he was
mounted on a fine saddle horse that
carried him over the hills and away
from court to court. He was very
familiar with the private history
of almost every family in the dis-
trict, and laid it up as a fund of
knowledge that enabledhim to se-

lect a suitable jury in every closely

his immediate family who appre-
ciated him more highly or more sin-
cerely regretted his loss. As Attorney-G-

eneral, Congressman and Postma-

ster-General he acquitted himself
with great cred it, and left office with-
out a blot on his name.

As a faithful historian, I ought to
be allowed, even at the sacrifice of
modesty, to mention the name of
Gen. Patrick Henry, my brother,
w ho was a member of this bar.
about this time. Born in Scott
county, Ky., he married and settled
in Clarksville, Tennessee. He was
a lawyer of great cultivation and
endowed with wonderfur gifts as a
public speaker. He retired early
from the practice. If he had con-
tinued and used his wonderful pow
er as an orator 1 may be pardoned
for saying he wrould have rivalled
in eloquence his far farmed, but re
mote ancestor w hose name he bore,
He possessed all the requisites of a
great orator, a fine voice, a com
manding person and wonderful
power over the minds and hearts of
the people. He left the State early
and removed to Mississippi where
he became a prominent cotton plan
ter and added his name, his taste and
rennement to the long list ot plan
ters in that State who were at that
time an ornament to any country

Alexander JH. Clayton was born
in v a., educated at the University.
and settled here about the year 1825
and at once entered upon the prac-
tice of his profession. He was a
man of very extensive reading and
scholarly attainments, as a lawyer
and a citizen. He was all the time
in feeble health and had a weak
voice, but distinct utterance, and
was nevertheless a very interesting
speaker and successful lawyer before
the court and the jury. After liv
ing here about 10 years he was ap
pointed U. S. District Judge for the
Territory of Arkansas and subse
quently removed to Mississippi,
where he became a successful cotton
planter, but prosecuted his profession
with renewed energy ; occupied the
first ran k amongst the lawyers ofthat
btate, and became one ot its Su
preme Judges at a time when the
legal profession was crowded with
as fine lawyers as any State in the
Union possessed. He still survives
and keeps up as I understand his
nabit at close attention to his busi
ness, and can do more orhce work.
and in a neater style than any man
l Know.

Mortimer A. Martin was a native
of the county of Sumner, Tenn.,
and the son of an able Methodist
preacher, who was contemporary
with the Rev. Valentine S. Cook.
After acquiring a plain education,
but substantial, he studied law ; set-
tled first at Springfield, and soon re--
noved to Clarskille, where he lived
ill he died, in 1852. He was. as

Mr. Webster once said of Mason of
Massachusetts, a strong man, an able
iwyer by nature, I may say. for he

did not have a large library, nor was
fie extensively read in his profession,
but he had a strong logical mhid;
thought a great deal, and investi
gated in that way, by mental analy-
sis every case he had to determine
as lawyer or Judge. Having been
raised in the count ry,he had an early
bias tor a country me and tor a good
many years before his death lived
on his plantation on the Cumberland
river where he died.

In 1 83G he was elect ed Judge of this
Judicial District and remained on
the bench till the day of his death.
He enioyed a fine legal discussion
before him and listened with pleas-
ure, indeed with gusto to the hu-
mor, the wit and the repartee of the
aw vers. N o man could catch a hne

thing, or detect a ridiculous blunder
sooner than he; exceedingly watchful
of every lawyer and everything ttiat
w as passing in the court room, he
detected at a glance as by intuition
very attempt at sharp practice, and

every quiz that was afloat or in in- -
ubation, especially it he was the
ubiect of it. He knew on the instant,

what was up and was fully prepared
to repel any assault or turn the point
of any witticism, from himself to
lis assailant. On oneoccassionRieh- -
ird Barker,ayoung lawyer who pos
sessed a real legal mind, and who
was very troublesome to the law--

ers, in filing demurers to pleas and
declarations, after he had argued a
demurrer, which was overruled,
ame to me and several lawyers who

were quietly sitting in the bar, and
aid he was goingtorunajokeonthe

Judge if it would not offend him.
le said he w as going to move to

correct the minutes, which would
state the demurrer was fully under-
stood by the court and asked us to
stand by him and laugh down the
Judge when the laughingtimecame.
We promised to befriend him, and
assured him the Judge would taKe
no offence.

The Judge saw our close confer
ence and at once detected a conspi-
racy. As the clerk, my old and ven-
erable friend Charles Bailey, read
over the minutes of the court he
reached the entry on Barker's de-
murrer. In a moment we were all
attention, and just as he was in the
midst of the recital, that the demur-
rer having been fully argued by the
counsel and fully understood by the
court, Barker rose and said " May it
please the court, I move to correct
the minutes just read in that part
which says," the court prom ptly in-

terposed, and, " Mr. Clerk, the mo-
tion of the council is allowed, strike
out that part which says the de-
murrer w sxsfultj argued by council;"
the laugh was at once turned on
young Barker and his confederates
were forced to join in against their
friend. No one enjoyed the joke
with more intense satisfaction than
the clerk, except perhaps the Judge,
who had the habit of laughing at
his own wit ; none enjoyed it less
than Barker himself.

I recite this little reminiscence as
developing more distinctly one of
Judge Martin's striking traits of
character than any language I could
otherwise employ. I le was an able
and incorruptible judge, and gave
such satisfaction on the judgement
seat, that the bar and country felt
his place could hardly be filled when
he died. His habit was to be atten
tive to the reading of the declara-
tion and the pleas and he saw in a
moment the legal point in contro-
versy. The Issue joined between
the parties was the point on which
his mind hung during the progress
of the cause. His instructions to tne
jury were as clear as a sunbeam and
candidly and iairiy siateu in langu-
age so plain that the jury easily un-

derstood the case, and rarely failed
to render a satisfactory verdict.

I le used to sav some one of the
Judges, perhaps Judge Turley, said
of his opinion, "if he did not know
what the law was he guessed lietter
than any man he ever knew." In
view of all this, I say he was a law-
yer by nature, and the ablest Circuit
Judge in the State,

John Quarles, of Russellvillle,
Kv., had " located here as early as
1S3U came in broken health, and
after struggling on in great discom-
fort, if not pain, died in Clarksville
in 1834 or 1835.

Wm. K. Turner was at the bar
when I settled here, and became the
Attorney-Gener- al in 1834, anil held
the office till he w as elected to the
Legislature of the State, when he
resigned. He was a very able Attor-

ney-General ; if anything a little
too severe, and when excited by
counsel jn the defence, became too
bitter in "hi denunciation of the
criminal on trial. In 1S;j4 he was
iwtl nrlminal Judge, which office

he held until 102. As a Judge of
the Criminal Court he had no supe

not perfectly natural, had become
so by long and habitual practice,
As far back as 18.3G or --7 he and his
wife spent a night with Dr. Drane
w ho chanced to have so much com
pany he had to give up his chamber
to his wife and Mrs. Reynolds. He
had two mattresses spread in the
parlor, on one of which he and Mr
Reynolds slept and two young men
on the other. After they had gone
u Dea all leu asleep except Mr. R.
who lay awake an hour or so, and
finally got up and went out on the
porch and smoked a cigar. After
growing a little weary, he quietly
returned to the room he had left and
supposed he could gain his bed with
out disturbing any one, but unfortu
nately got into the young mens'
bed. Dr. Drane, in the meantime,
awoke and feeling round he could
not find his bed fellow, he cried
out, "Mr. Reynolds," who replied,
" Here ;" " where are you?" " why
ain't 1 there?" "No, Sir, lean
find you here." " Then, my dear
friend, if I am not there, will you be
Kinu enougn to tell mewherelam."

I tell this little story as an illus-
tration of what manner of man he
was. Such little incidents were of
perpetual occurrence in his history
After Gen. Jackson's defeat in his
first Presidential aspiration, he was
invited to New Orleans by his politi
cal mends, and on lus way stopped
at Clarksville to partake of a public
dinner tendered him by the people,
Count Reynolds presided as chair
man, and sat at the head of the table
with Gen. Jackson on his right,
Before the festivities closed, but af
ter wine had been introduced, and
the General had retired, the Hon.
A. M. Clayton, recently from Vir
ginia, otiered as a toast " The Hon
Henry Clay, of Kentucky, the mod
ern .Anniiopiiei may his councils
be turned into foolishness." The
Count, whose glass was filled ready
to be drank, and who felt what he
had already taken, immediately
emptied his glass upon the floor, and
said with emphasis : " Burn me if
1 drink that toast." The table was
in great excitement and adjourned
in confusion. I dwell on this, as
1 82.") was quite a historic period in
our annals.

Win. L. Brown, Will A. Cook and
William B. Turley (the latter after-
wards a Judge of the Supreme
Court, and who delivered the opin-
ion in the case of the State vs. Cope-lan- d

and others still more remarka-
ble) were members of the Clarks-
ville Bar, and all laid the founda-
tion of their reputation and useful-
ness in thecourtsin Clarksville. The
two first named moved to Nashville
and the latter to Memphis; and all
immediately took rank among the
first lawyers of Middle and West
Tennessee. Brown and Cook were
more famous at the bar as profound
lawyers, skilful and able debaters,
while W. B. Turley became one of
the ablest judges who ever adorned
the Supreme bench of Tennessee.
Of William L. Brown I knew of
personal knowledge but little. I
saw him but once and that was after
he left Clarksville for Nashville and
was in the fall of 1S25 or --fi. He
was a very delicate man, of flexible
limbs, with sallow skin and black
eyes. Eager in the pursuit of what-
ever engrossed his mind, and of very
restless manners, and exceedingly
impetuous in the argument of his
causes; endowed with extraordinary
eloquence, and very intolerant to-

wards his opponents. On one occa-
sion when he was arguing a cause in
court, he turned to his antagonist
I think Judge Crabb and bowing
very low to him, said : " You have
been pleased, sir, to refer to- - the
Statute of Limitation of 1819, w hich
has no legitimate connection with
this cause, w ith a view I apprehend
of forestalling the judgment of this
court on that law which will come
up for judicial construction at a sub-
sequent day of this term of this
court. May it please the Court, I
give the gentleman notice to reserve
his ammunition and bide his time
and not waste his strength in antici-
pation of a coming conflict which
he may well dread. I am fully
armed to meet him or any other an-
tagonist, I don't care whom ; be he
Richard or Saladin, Greek or Turk,
I'll crush him." lie has more tra-
ditionary reputation than any man
who ever appeared at this bar and
was the author of the Statute of lein,
1819

Wm. A. Cook was a safe and
faithful lawyer, without any great
learning outside of his profession,
none of the attributes of an orator,
except perhaps great earnestness in
debate, which is perhaps as effective
as the famous definition of Demos-
thenes of eloquence, action; and is as
necessary to secure success in the
courts, in Congress or before the tri-
bunal of the people.

Patrick Henry Darby Avas at one
time a citizen of Clarksville and a
member of the Clarksville Bar. He
was a lawyer of fine talents anil pos-
sessed great knowledge of the land
law of Tennessee, and became very
odious as a land shark and land job-
ber in land titles. The act of 181!)
fixing a limitation to land litiga-
tions was passed for the express pur-
pose of defeating him and others of
his stamp in their machinations
against titles to real estate in Tennes-
see. In 1825 w hen I was a student at
Transylvania university I met him
n Lexington, Ky., and he told me he

had been legislated out of Tennessee,
and that he was, he hoped, a solitary
instance in American history where
the legislative authority of a State
had turned its battery against an in-
dividual citizen. He said he had in
a perfectly legitimate way laid the
foundation of the finest estate in
America under existing laws and
had been reduced by legislative ty-
ranny to utter poverty and virtually
exiled from the State without a
crime, to gratify the malice of men
who envied the merit they could
not reach. He was a rough, bad
man, but was endowed with won-
derful perseverance and capacity for
mischief.

When I earno to the bar in Clarks-
ville Hon. Cave Johnson was still
in the practice of his profession,
though his public duties called him
to Congress, He entered Congress
182!) and was ed till 1837;
was defeated that year but was again
returned to Congress. in. 183!) and

1 1 f 11 ,w - ...1 1

ContllUU'il till l ), wneu lie was up- -
apojnted Post master-Gener- al at the
beginning of President Polk's ad
ministration, and remained in ottice
till its close, on the 4th of March,
IS 10. He had risen from the clerk's
office in Robertson county, where he
was born, to the highest position as
a lawver ; was very familiar with
legal forms used in the practice of
his profession and with all manner
of personal contracts and convey-
ances of real and personal estate.
For several years he was the Attorney--

General for this judicial district,
then rtgard: a a more lucrative
and important office than iioy, and
was a terror to evil doers. He was
always a persuasive, earnest and elo-
quent speaker, and a hard man to
manage, as l cnance io Know , in lie-bat- e;

and in the conclusion of a
cause in court or a debate ix-for- e the
people was almost irresistible. He
had pretty much retired from the
bar w hen I became a member of it
hero but occasionally argued causes
in court. J know more of him as a
jHilitician than lawyer. In early
life wo were bitter jK)ltjcal oppo-
nents, which cut us off from social
intereourse,;iut In 18151 and --2 we
became better acquainted and filed
under the same banner and appre-
ciated each other as we had never
done iM'fore and liecame warmly at

rolled himself as a member of the
bar. He had a charming eloquence
very much after the style of John J.
Crittenden, of Kentucky. He left
Tennessee and settled in Texas,
where he died many years ago

William Overton was also at the
bar when I settled here. He was
not fond of the profession and turned
his attention to journalism, for
which he had a decided preference
as well as great knowledge or the
political history of the country. He
was two vears a representative of
this county in the State Legislature
and retired very early to private life
which he preferred to tho strife and
the conflict of the bar or politics,
though he had talents enough to
have adorned either. '

Joseph Hise removed from Rus--
sellville, Ky., where he was lmrn,
and was a men i ber of this.bar from
ls.wtolS3S. He was tho most re
markable man Ieverknvin many
respects, anil possessed a wonderful
fund of knowledge and satire and
wit. Kvervhodv was afraid to en
counter him in debate and i remeni
ber N. H. Allen once said to me he
had rather meet a rattlesnako at
midnight. He left here for New
Orleans where he died of some ma
larial disease.

This closes the list of every lawyer
w ho was at the bar here in 1833
when I became a member of it, all of
whom are dead with the exception
of M r. Wm. Overton mill Mr. ( 'liiv--
ton, the latter having left the State in
18.30. With these exceptions. I alone
survive of that noble band or gcntle- -
men and talented lawyers to tell the
tale. It so happens I am. tin), the
only survivor of a large Vamily of
eight brothers.

"I feel like one who treads nlono
Borne banquet, hall detterted ;
w nose liKiiia are ,

WhoHe KarlantlM dead.
Aud all but 1 UeiMirUid."

All of the bar of whom I have
spoken were men of resiectable and
some of them extraordinary talents,
All lived the life of honor and died
gloriously, in this leaving to their
children the legacy of a bright and
untarnished name If nothing else
All these were memlers of the bar
or had been before 1833.

Afterwards Jas. E. Bailey. T. W.
iving, jas. 31. and Y . A. Uuarles,
Jas. E. Rice, R. W. Humphreys, J.
O. Shackelford, J. O. Ilornberger.
H. S. Garland, Jno.F. House, Alfred
Robb, George I larrel, H. H. Lurton,
C. G. Smith, William Daniel, Ed--

Jno. Campbell, Henry Merritt, C.
W. Tyler, Hickman and Polk G
Johnson, Arthur and Iiewis M un
ford, Rufus Rhodes, Willis Jackson.
John West, T. M. Riley, Jacob Ru
dolph, it. li. liurney, Thos. 1j. Yan-
cey, A. G. Goodlett, 11. W. Watts,
ll. c Batts, U. D.Johnson and Ed
Campbell came to the bar and are
now, or rather those who survive, are
the active members of the bar to
day.

You are called upon this day to
nil the places in the ranks made va
cant by death or retirement from
active service. The mantle of the
Old Guard has fallen uihmi your
shoulders and with it the ancient
and modern reputation of the bar
of Clarksville, which I fancy will be
heavy enough to remind you of
your duty to the dead and to the
living, and to warn you that the rej-utati- on

they left is precious enough
to evoke irom you strenuous exer
tions and eternal vigilance, lest the
inheritance which I this day hand
over to you pure and untarnished
should fail and perish in your hands
and turn like lX'ad Sea fruits to
ashes on your lijw. Guard its repu-
tation as you would the immediate
jewels of your souls and send it on
down the stream, brightening as it
goes to the last syllable of recorded
time.

Of those who belonged to the list
have just announced, T. W. King,

11. is. Garland, J. G. Ilornberger,
R. W. Johnson, Alfred Robb, Geo.
larrel and Jno. Campbell, it is prop

er I should not pass by without shed-
ding the tribute of a tear over their
untimely fall into early graves.

lhe 1 Ion. 1 homas YV. Iving was
native of Clarksville and the sec-

ond son of Dr. Lewis W. King. He
was educated in the old City Acad-
emy of Clarksville, and very finely
educated too. I have scarcely ever
met a finer classic scholar, one w ho
read the English language so ele-
gantly, the-Lati- language so finely
an J translated it so well. He was a
thorough historian and the finest
belleslettre scholar belonging to the
bar. His reading was so thorough
and extensive that we were in the
habit of referring all disputed tHiints
of literature to his arbitrament. 1 1 is
bills in Chancery and pleadings in
the courts of law were so admirably
drawn astobemodelsforhis brothers
of the profession, w ho sometimes do
not value scholastic elegance enough

the preparation of their pleadings,
ins knowledge oi his profession was
exceedingly creditable. He pre
ferred the Bench to the fierce con- -
flicts at the bar, and had he not lcen
cutoff in the prime of life would
have adorned any tribunal from the
Judicial station he held in Mont-
gomery to the Supreme Court of the
State.

Mr. Garland was a son of the I Ion.
Jas. Garland, of Lynchburg, Va.,
who settled in Clarksville in 1844,
and was a young man of native tal-
ents and very considerable cultiva
tion, as a lawyer no was very
promising and was in the enjoyment
of a very lucrative practice when he I
died.

J. G. Hornl)erger was lmrn in
Stewart county, and fought his way
up against thedithcultiiw of a defect-
ive eduaition and without patronage
or family influence to a most remu
nerative practice in Clarksville, and I
which was suffering no diminution
at the time of his death.

Robert W. Johnson came to the
bar in 1800, and was a well educated
young lawyer ; had high rank In the
Jiebanon idiw College, where he
graduatiil and began the practice in
Clarksville, w here he gave evidence
of superior cultivation and incited
great hopes of success, but diinl too
early to realize them.

George 1 larrel was born In Todd
county, Ky., read law in Clarksville,
and commenced the practice of his
profession in this city, and was
making a fair start in the profession
about the beginning of the war be-

tween the States, when ho Joined
the army of the (Jonfcderate States,
rose from the ranks to the office of
Lieutenant-Colone- l in the 14th Ten-
nessee regiment, and was in com
mand of the regiment at the battle
of Cedar Run, in Virginia, on the
4th of August, where lie was mor-
tally wounded and died a few days
afterwards. He was a gallant sol-

dier and died gloriously at tho head
of his regiment.

Jno. CamplK'II came to tho bar
about the close of the war, and was
one of the best business men of his
age in the profession. I Iedied very
young, but not he had at-

tained a good position at the bar and
had given promise of great useful-
ness, and laid the foundation for
success had he lived.

Alfred Robb was born in Sumner
county, and a son of Mr. Joseph
Robb, one of the most ri'sjx'ctablp
old gentlemen in the State, He set-
tled here in 18.ro, and mkii

partner of lfon- - James E.
jlalley, and was enjoyinga fine prac-
tice

w

until the opening of tho civil
war. He volunteered as a soldier,
and on the organization of his regi-
ment was elected Lieutenant-Col- o.

Speech of Hon. G. A. Henry
Before the Clarksville Bar

at Their Annual Picnic
July 4th, 1S77.

Your Honor and Gentlemen of the
Clarkville Bar :
The task assigned me, to give a

sketch of the Clarksville Bar so far
a.s I know it from personal observa-
tion for the last forty-fo- ur vears.
and its traditional reputation for
years before I became a member of
it, is rather a curious way of cele-
brating the one hundred and first an
niversary of American Independ-
ence.

The law under which we live to-
day is supreme, and obedience is not
a matter of choice, but of necessity.
The common law of this court and
however a close and mysterious con-
nection and deiendenee,the one upon
the other ; that is to say every man
here has the liberty of doing just
what he pleases provided he sub-
mits without a murmur to the juris-
diction and orders of this court,
which like the theme I have select-
ed, or rather has been selected for
me, take a very wide range, and
carries me back to a very remote an-
tiquity and to the historic delinea-
tion of men who lived, and of things
which are supposed to have trans-
pired in that dim and distant period
whereof the meinory of man run-
neth not to the contrary. If I were
to enter upon a minute examination
or tlie traditionary history ot the
Clarksville Bar I "could not. finish
before the close of the present centu
ry, and perhaps I might be found
sitting here reading to you, eras
many of you as may perchance sur-
vive, at the next centennial anniver-
sary of American Independence. As
captivating as I may make this ad-
dress, I could hardly expect an audi-
ence then unless you could have
perfect assurrance that the mint crop
would not fail. I shall therefore be
forced to give a very rapid sketch of
men and things, and in giving you
just here a little and there a little, I
shall be fortunate indeed if I rescue
from oblivion such reminisences of
the past generations of lawyers and
their sayings and doings as will in-

terest, and I may say improve those
who have in charge the temporal
ark of the covenant of I lonor, the
purity of the legal profession, to
preserve it and defend it if necessry
with ther lives, lest the Philistines
capture it and desecrate its altars.

From 1814 to 1817 the Hon. Ben-n- et

W. Searcy was the Circuit Judge
of this judicial district, and resided
in Clarksville. lie was succeeded
bv Alfred M. Harris, who continued
ti'il 1821, when the Hon. Parry W.
Humphreys became the Circuit
judge of this district and continued
to discharge the duties of the office
till l.s'Ui. It becomes necessary for
me to refer to the judicial system
that prevailed from 17!)0 for the final
decision of causes. It was called
the district or superior court system,
and was adopted when Tennessee
was admitted into the Union in 1790,
and had three judges. This system
continued to 1S07, when a fourth
judge was added to the court. Jt
was not until January 1810 that a
court of Errors and Appeals was
established, consisting of two judges,
and in 181") was increased to three
and in 1822 to four and in 1824 to
five J udges and shortly afterwards
reduced to four again ; and this con-
tinued to be the judicial system of
Tennessee till the courts were reor-
ganized under the Constitution of
18.il. During the entire time from
lT'.Hito 18:l the judges were of equal
grade, without any Chief Justice or
presiding officer. In IX: 1 Judge Ca-

tron was elected ChiefJustice by the
Legislature. 1 5y the Constitution of
18.J4 the court of last resort was
called the Supreme Court, and that
is repeated in the Constitution of
1870, which directs the jugesto des-
ignate one of their number to pre-
side as Chief Justice, the court to
consist at first of six judges, two
from each grand division of the
State, with the power to sit in two
separate sections in the same divis-
ion of the State and hear and
determine causes in each at the same
time. The first vacancy occurring
after January 1873 is not to be filled
anil the court now consists of five
judges, one of whom is Chief Justice.

In 107 the Hon. Parry W. Hum-
phreys was one of the District or
Superior Judges of the State. The
court then consisted of four judges
and was the court for the final de-
cision of causes and continued to act
as such till lsio, when the court of
errors anil appeals was established
a.s before stated.

Judge Humphreys was a member
of the Congress of the United States
from 18i; to 1 8 1 a eriod that cov-
ered two years of the last war be-

tween the United States and Great
Britain. Having filled the office of
Judge of the Superior Court for
three years, a representative in Con-
gress for two years, he was after-
wards appointed one of the commis-
sioners to settle the disputed line
between the two sovereign States of
Kentucky and Tennessee and finally
was Circuit Judge of this-judici-

district for fifteen years. During
the whole of this long term of pub-
lic service as Superior Judge, mem-
ber of Congress, Commissioner to
settle a controverted boundary lino
between sovereign States and Cir-
cuit Judge, embracing a period of
nearly thirty years, he gave perfect
satisfaction to the country, and was
distinguished forthejustice, wisdom
and purity of his conduct in all, and
for the courtesy and urbanity of his
deportment to the bar and every
officer of the court. He was the
father of Judge West II. Humph-
reys, of Nashville, and of our own
It." V. Humphreys, of Clarksville.
My knowledge of him began in 18:;;
ami being a stranger jn Clarksville
at the time and tinned to the forms
and order of Tennessee courts, I am
a living witness to establish his uni-

form courtesy to the bar, his digni-
fied deportment and unsullied repu-
tation. Few men in the State have
held so limiiv high offices and so
honorably discharged theduties per-tabli-

to them and loft "public life
with a brighter escutcheon and a
nuror private character. This brings
nie nacK IO me cimmuciciiioii

of the Clarksville Bar.
James B. Reynolds, an Irishman by
birth, who carried his heart in his
hand, whoso courtly manners gain-
ed him the sobriquet of Count
Reynolds, was prominent among
the earl V lawyers of the Clarksville
Bar. He wa more however a
politician than a lawyer, and soon
became a suitor for the smilus of the
people, and was elected to Congress
as successsor to Judge Humphreys
from 1815 to 1817 and from 1823 to
182').

l ii l S'2."i when John Ouincv Adams
wa elected 1 'resident by the vote of
the House of Representatives, tne
electoral college hav ing failed togive
a constitutional majority to anyone
over all the candidate- - voted for, he
cast his vote for Uer. Andrew Jack-
son, and reflected thereby thewjjl
of his constituents rather than jus
own. lie was a life-lon- g friend of
Henry Clav, whose eloquence re-

minded him of the greatest of old
Ireland's orators. 11 is admiration
of Mr. Clav was a drawback on his
jiolitical preferment in Tennessee at
h tinu4 when a strong rivalry pre-
vailed between Clay and Jackson.

He was proverbially polite and

man in tne army, lie exposed him-
self imprudently during the assault
upon Donelson and
"Seemed to foci m thntiKli Mmwlf were lie
On wIioho nolo arm hung victory."
He fell in the first groat battle in
Tennessee, and was among the first
great martyrs In a sucred cause,
which he sealed with his blodd.

"There nonntU not to the trump of fame
The echo of a nobler jihiiio."

I have now concluded the history
of the bar of Clarksville to the pres
ent day, and lay the record Iwforo
y(u f those who are alive of the
present members of the bar I cannot
sjK-ak-

. Their history, though bright
to the present hour, is not finished.
in them 1 cannot sticak : to tlieni.
however, I have a won! or so of
iwirting advice. Standing as J do,
between the living and the dead, it
may not leiniproicror presumptu
ous in me to oiler it. The lawyers
of this bar have lived together like
a band of brothers. " Bo ye of one
mind, having compassion one for
another, love as brethren, Ih courte
ous, not rendering evil for evil, mil.
ing lor railing, but contrarywl.se,
blessing that ye should inhrit a
bli'ssing."

V e are distinguished throughout
the State for the resiKvtful, I might
say distinguished courtesy, that at
all times prevails among the law-
yers of this luir for the uniform
courtesy of the bar to the bench,
and which the bench as gracefully
reflects back to the bar again. This
has Ix-e- the ctnnmon lawotthl bar,
esto juriHtua, may it be iierjetual.
This, too, gentlemen, is a legacy
that is left to vou bv vmir nnyliwi.- -
sors, and I hoje it "loses none of its
value in your estimation because it
Is delivered to you this day from my
hands. In all the trials of life stand
by each other, in sunshine and In
storm, and the cl)ser, the louder
tho storm may howl. If any
are in trouble in mind, body or te,

don't desert them then, but
throw your arm around them and
shelter them from the pitiless lil-
ting of the storm, as the lien doth
her chickens.

lie to their virtue very kind.
And to their fuiiltit a 1 tie blind.

Forgive and forget all things under
a hope that kindness may produce
reformation and reform ewjtt 1V1-hon-

'Gainst that show no quar-
ter, but wage a war of extermina-
tion. If any of the corjis are in
peril or danger, rush to their assist-
ance andjshield them and save thciu
or iMTish there too. This is the
eprit ttr eorjut 1 would like to in-
spire among my old comimnirns
and those who w ill fill their places
when they drop out of the ranks.
Ingraft in the mind the idea that
every one should feel it is his privi-
lege and his duty to shield his com
panions in the riffhf, and so firmly
and inflexibly stand uon this as to
inspire the sentiment that the r'ujht
alone will be defended by you, and
that every member of the liar heas
upon himself the greatst calamity
that can befall him who forfeits
the good opinion of the bar of Clarks-
ville, who so acts as to prevent the
lawyers flying to his rescue: and
dishonor will lo jteretually exiled
from your ranks. If in the future
any ot you seek iMtpular favor, do
It as patriots who love their country
and its institutions, and not as dem-
agogues, who are the betnt of a frco
State. Tennyson pays the graini-
est compliment to Willlngton. w ho,
in shaking of him, says:

"I't all Rood (lilnii Bwnlt
Him M ho eartu not to be Kr"l.liul aw he i rvtu. or MuveH, the Slate."

He alone Is great, but as he servew
or saves the State 11 standard 1 fear
too high for modern degeneracy,
but yet I hoiK- - some of you will
reach it and maintain it too.

One word, gentlemen, before wo
part. We should remember it Is
probably wiser for us all to look a
little more closely into our own con
duct than to watch our neighbors
too narrowly. With us, too, us with
all men,

The Hhoren of life are whining
Kvery yeiir.

And we are wawnrd dnril
Kvery year.

Old place rliiuininy in t u,
The llvlnir more foiuet iik.
There are fewer to ri'irret lilt.

Kvery year.
Hut the truer Unfit lruw Higher

Kvery year.
And lta mornliiK HtarrliiulM higher

Kvery year.
Earth' hold on u terowa Milliliter,
And the heavy hiiilhen IIkIiI-t- ,

Aud the dawn linuioi lid brighter,
Kvery year.

Mr. Rkdfield baa succeeded in
drawing from the President his pri
vate views concerning the Mexican
question. Writing from Washing
ton he say.:

' This morning I asked the Presi
dent atKiut this (his views as to an
nexation). Ho was surprised, not
having seen tho morning paper.
Hesaid that he had Just received a
letter from the Senator (Blaine), a
pleasant, kindly one, and hedid not
Imagine that Mr. Blalno could I

very hostile. 'If he orothersthink
we want to annex Mexico, or any
part of It, or that this Administra-
tion has any designs, secret or other-
wise, on Mexico, he has been mix-le- d.

Wo have no jMilicy towards
Mexico except to ourowiisideof tho
line, and attend to our own business,
but to protect to the fullest extent
our citizens on the border. We cer-
tainly shall protect them. I think

can say that we are not. In tho
Biblical sense, covetous. We don't
covet any of our neighbor's territo-
ry, South or North. We don't w ant
it. We have all wecan convenient-
ly attend to. It Is our business to
attend to our own business, I think

wn say that we would not take
Mexico as a gift. Of course in tho
distant luture no man can say what
questions may arise, but so far at
this Adminstratlon is conccnuil we
have no annexation scheme to pros-
ecute cither secretly or openly. A
couple of Texas gentlemen (imuilng
them) were talking to me this morn-
ing. They said that the annexation
of Mexico, or a portion of it, would
ho, a great calamity to Texas, and to
thecountry. I don't think wocould
allbrd to take Mexico as a fnn e.lft.
If we were offered, fn-eo- f charge,
Imth Canada and Mexico, all tho
parties interested Is ing willing, I
should prefer Canada; that N, It
would be Ix'tter for us to grow in
that direction than southward. But
we have no annexation scheme to
tirosetnto in any direction. W'o
have all the territory we can num-age,a- nd

certainly all thut we want.' "

Extk.ut from an eloquent ad-

dress, uf a French lawyer in the
intecutionof aMwindling financier:
"V-s- , gentlemen, of the jury, tlm
defendant has carried to their ut-

most limits fraud and rascality to-

ward his unfortunate shareholders.
Not only did hesn-- to attrstet them
by the most infamous fiilsehoods.
but depth of deception!

he had recourse to the most devil-
ish artifices! Gentlemen, he wil-
fully and w ith intent to defraud,

and aid a dividend 1"

Henderson county undoubtedly
bus the old man in the State. Mr.
llendrix, who live ulsiut IJ inil'-- s

of Clarksburg, Is li years old.
He is in good health and w ill

live several yitirs yet. We get
our information from a reliable
mVLTW.JIuntiny(oH lhimUUttn
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